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UNTTID STATES

DEFARTV<NT ©¥ THZ INTERICR
Uffice of the Secretary DA QAIQC 01/11/01. SY

Board on Ceographical Names
Washingten 25, D. C. September 2, 1947

In reply to your request for information on the cost to complete
name work on specific JANIS studies we submit the following informaticn.

Central Intelligence Group,
Washington 25, D. C.

¥y dear Sir:

The attached table indicates the JANIS editing work underway at
present, with estimates of money costs to comrletion and brief
descriptions of the status of works We will be glad to supply addi-
tional information where necessary.

This office has participsted in the JANIS work since its inception,
and it is believed that examin-:tiom will show that the correlation
of gecgraphic names throurhout the ctudies and the compilation of
gazetteers for each area considerably increased the effectiveness of
t'ese studies. These facts mav be cerroborated by officers of the
Joint Bcard.

The problem of names in these joint studies was critical because
of the submission by a variety of intellipence agencies cf material
nased upon a hetercgeneous ccl’ection of source materials. The names
produced by such materials varied greatlv, and it was possible to
efficiently ccrrelate rlaces and names only through a central office
and authority. :

The methods used in the editih: process were as fellows:

1. A hase map was selected, the names for which were supplied
by this office. This map was then used as a base for general
reference by the varicus contributers. It did not, however, supply
mere than a small number of the names required since it was impossible
to anticipate in advance which namss would he used.

2. A carbon copy of the text for each chapter was supplied and
the geographic names appearing therein were edited by this cffiice.
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All maps, photograpn captions and cther materials containing geographic
names were also edited. In certain cases it was found helpful to edit
name lists such as lists of health or communication facilities in advance
of submission of manuscript.

R has been proven conclusively during the several years experience
with the work thst the only practicable and most satisfactory methcds
of name editing was by submission of the whole manuscript. CGuestions
of apvlication of name, the selection of name, and identification of
names in many cases were apparent only from the contexb. The Board
has taken some pride in the fact that many textual errors otter than
names were disccvered in the process of editing.

3. A card file of geographic names »ith variants, locational
informaticn, etc. was gradually agcumuiated for each study and with
the comnleti-n of the editing, formed the hase material from which
the razetteer for each study was comniled.

Axact estimates of total costs of uncompleted porticns of any cne
study are difficult in view of the variati-n of sime of phvsical area
covered by the individual studiesj variation of source materials and
ease of use (Chinese characters, etc.); nature or completeness of
submitted materials, deadline congiderations, etc. We feel, however, that
the estimates given represent a reasonably exact cost of adequate research
and handling.

Sincerely yours,
/s/ Meredith F., Burrill

Meredith F, Burrill,
Director
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Board on Gecgraphic Hames

Status Table of JANIS aditing

N
()]
X
)
Janis
No. Area % Completicn Needed to complete Remarks
1 - 55 $ 5,000.00 Because of the circumscribed and relatively
P small area, practically all name research
x has been completed. However, no text has
@ been edited.
40 European 80 4,000.00 Base map edited, manuscript and maps being
USSR edited, gazetteer to be typed.
L1 Caucasian 50 10,000.00 Base map edited, manuscript and maps being
USSR edited, gazetteer to be typed.
51 - L2 15,000.00 Base map edited, manuscript and maps being
edited, gazetteer to be typed.
71 S. China 80 4,000.00 Base map edited, manuscript and maps being
edited, gazetteer to be typed.
312 - 98 ncne Gazetteer being typed. All regearch and
editing completed.
LO4L - 10 15,000.00 Base file constructed. No materials have
been edited. Total cost will be lower
o tran average. No language or scurce
> ‘-;2 . material problem. Some additicnal research
5 o I necessary.
$53,000.00
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